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Analysing the livelihood options of rural women in Theni district

 M.V. KARUNA JEBA MARY, C. KARTHIKEYAN AND T.N. SUJEETHA

A study was conducted in the Theni district of Tamil Nadu with the general objective to find out the changes in livelihood pattern of the
rural women. Three blocks that had maximum number of tanks viz., Periyakulam, Andipatti and Bodinayakkanur were selected. Two
villages were purposively selected from each of the block. These villages had tanks that were functioning to the extent of supporting the
livelihood of SHG women considerably. Accordingly, six representative SHGs were selected drawing members of one SHG from each of
the selected villages. All the members of the selected six SHGs constituted the sample for the study. Thus, the total sample size of the
study is 102 SHG women. The respondents were interviewed personally by a well-structured interview schedule. The results of the study
revealed that 39.22 per cent of rural women were pursuing occupation in service sector, 35.30 per cent in agriculture.
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